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(b) Section 12304(a) of Title 46, United 
States Code, states in part: The certifi-
cate of number for a vessel less than 26 
feet in length and leased or rented to 
another for the latter’s noncommercial 
operation of less than 7 days may be re-
tained on shore by the vessel’s owner 
or representative at the place from 
which the vessel departs or returns to 
the possession of the owner or the own-
er’s representative. 

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by CGD 77–117A, 43 FR 17941, Apr. 
27, 1978; CGD 89–048, 54 FR 27002, June 27, 
1989; USCG–2003–15404, 68 FR 37742, June 25, 
2003] 

§ 173.23 Inspection of certificate. 
Each person using a vessel to which 

this part applies shall present the cer-
tificate or lease or rental agreement 
required by § 173.21 to any Federal, 
State, or local law enforcement officer 
for inspection at his or her request. 

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by USCG–2003–15404, 68 FR 37742, 
June 25, 2003] 

§ 173.25 Location of certificate of num-
ber. 

No person may use a vessel to which 
this part applies unless the certificate 
or lease or rental agreement required 
by § 173.21 is carried on board in such a 
manner that it can be handed to a per-
son authorized under § 173.23 to inspect 
it. 

§ 173.27 Numbers: Display; size; color. 
(a) Each number required by § 173.15 

must: 
(1) Be painted on or permanently at-

tached to each side of the forward half 
of the vessel except as allowed by para-
graph (b) or required by paragraph (c) 
of this section; 

(2) Be in plain vertical block char-
acters of not less than 3 inches in 
height; 

(3) Contrast with the color of the 
background and be distinctly visible 
and legible; 

(4) Have spaces or hyphens that are 
equal to the width of a letter other 
than ‘‘I’’ or a number other than ‘‘1’’ 
between the letter and number 
groupings (Example: DC 5678 EF or DC– 
5678–EF); and 

(5) Read from left to right. 

(b) When a vessel is used by a manu-
facturer or by a dealer for testing or 
demonstrating, the number may be 
painted on or attached to removable 
plates that are temporarily but firmly 
attached to each side of the forward 
half of the vessel. 

(c) On vessels so configured that a 
number on the hull or superstructure 
would not be easily visible, the number 
must be painted on or attached to a 
backing plate that is attached to the 
forward half of the vessel so that the 
number is visible from each side of the 
vessel. 

(d) Each number displayed on a ten-
der exempted under § 173.13 must meet 
the requirements of paragraph (a) of 
this section and have a space or hyphen 
that is equal to the width of a letter 
other than ‘‘I’’ or a number other than 
‘‘1’’ between the suffix and the number. 
(Example: DC 5678 EF 1 or DC–5678–EF– 
1.) 

§ 173.29 Notification to issuing author-
ity. 

A person whose name appears as the 
owner of a vessel on a certificate of 
number shall, within 15 days, notify 
the issuing authority in a manner pre-
scribed by the issuing authority of: 

(a) Any change in his or her address; 
(b) The theft or recovery of the ves-

sel; 
(c) The loss or destruction of a valid 

certificate of number; 
(d) The transfer of all or part of his 

or her interest in the vessel; and 
(e) The destruction or abandonment 

of the vessel. 

[CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as 
amended by USCG–2003–15404, 68 FR 37742, 
June 25, 2003] 

§ 173.31 Surrender of certificate of 
number. 

A person whose name appears as the 
owner of a vessel on a certificate of 
number shall surrender the certificate 
in a manner prescribed by the issuing 
authority within 15 days after it be-
comes invalid under paragraph (b), (c), 
(d), or (e) of § 173.77. 

§ 173.33 Removal of number. 
The person whose name appears on a 

certificate of number as the owner of a 
vessel shall remove the number and 
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